
 

 

 

 
 

ALCHIMER COMPLETES A 4,8 M!  FIRST ROUND OF FUNDING TO FINANCE THE 
INDUSTRIALIZATION OF ITS PROCESSES AND ITS GROWTH IN THE FIELD OF 
BIOMEDICAL APPLICATIONS AND MICRO-E LECTRONICS.  
 
Orsay, France : March 2003. Despite the downturn in the high-tech financial market, Alchimer S.A., 
specialist in the chemical functionalization of surfaces, has just announced it has raised 4,8 million Euros in 
its first round of funding. The round was closed with AGF Private Equity, Rothschild Gestion, SPEF Venture 
and CEA-Valorisation. 
Ç Our target prospects are companies looking for industrial solutions or new products involving the design 
and industrial production of specific organic layers, while keeping the focus on their core business È, says 
Christophe Bureau, President and CEO. 
Ç Little industrial offer, if any, is presently available for organic layers having a thickness in the range of 0 
to 10 or even 0 to 5 micrometers. In such cases, industrial actors turn to the technologies developed by 
Alchimer, which give access to thin, hyper-conformal and strongly adhering organic layers offering 
adjustable functionalities : biocompatibility, capture of pollutants...etc, especially in the very complex range 
of sub-micronic layers. On the basis of a strong expertise in surface analysis, surface chemistry and 
electrochemistry, we develop innovating and proprietary solutions that our customers can integrate in their 
own production tools ». 
This first round of funding occurs after Alchimer was granted, in september 2001, the National Award for 
Innovating Technologies, by the french Ministery of Research and the french National Agency for the 
Valorization of Research (ANVAR), and after a first pre-funding by CEA-Valorisation in april 2002.  
The present funding allows Alchimer to complete its present efforts to industrialize the technologies of 
electro-grafting, so that these could be operational for the company's customers in biomedical applications, 
and in particular in the field of controlled drug release coatings on stents (vascular implants), by mid-2004. 
This funding also permits the strengthening of projects presently carried out in collaboration with CEA-LETI 
in highly demanding steps in front-end micro-electronics. Ç Technological choices for the 90 nm generation 
should be made by semi-conductor companies within this year 2003 », says Fran•ois Breniaux, Alchimer's 
SMO. Ç Alchimer aims at addressing the 4 or 5 industrial consortia that have emerged worldwide on these 
technologies, as our technical results already are of excellent quality, and comply with existing process and 
in-line quality control procedures È.  
 
In a few words...
Ç Alchimer has a strong and internationaly unique technological expertise, which is strongly protected by 
more than 20 patents. In addition, beyond their technical skillfulness, the founders have all the assets which 
are necessary for a successful entrepreneurship È, explains Nicolas Chaudron, VP Private Equity at AGF 
Private Equity. 
 
Ç Alchimer owns a generic technology, and will be able to licence its technology of electro-grafting for a 
large number of applications. First contacts, in the field of biomedical and environment applications, 
already confirm this possibility È, adds Eric Besson-Damegon, VP Private Equity at SPEF Venture. 
 
Ç The technology developped by Alchimer in the electro-grafting of organic molecules on metals or silicon 
provides industrial solutions for many applications, but micro-electronics is probably the field which will 
most contribute to the building of the success story of Alchimer, as it is presently facing the most significant 
technological challenges », concludes Pierre RŽmy, VP Private Equity at Rothschild Gestion. 
 
Ç The technologies developped by the CEA in the electro-grafting of organic functionalized coatings should 
allow Alchimer to offer industrial solutions both original and very competitive in various innovative 
domains. Alchimer's customers should thus be granted remarkable advantages in their respective domains, 
and in particular in the fields of micro-electronics and micro-systems È, says Guy Labrunie, CEO of CEA 
Valorisation. 
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About Alchimer : 
Alchimer, spun-off in 2001 from the french Center for Atomic Energy (Commissariat ̂ l'Energie Atomique, 
CEA-Saclay), designs, develops, packages and commercializes specific chemical formulations, as well as 
plug-and-play processes enabling the fixing of specific coatings on surfaces.  
On the basis of 20 patents emanating from the CEA, the CNRS and from european research institutions, 
Alchimer is more specifically positioned in the functionalization of conducting and semi-conducting surfaces 
by electro-grafting processes. www.alchimer.com  
 
About AGF Pr ivate Equity : 
AGF Private Equity is specialized in non-listed investments. The Company manages an investment portfolio 
worth over EUR700m for institutional and private investors, through two activities : funds of funds and 
venture capital investments. As part of this VC activity, AGF Private Equity invests in technology-oriented 
companies, in the software, telecommunications, electronic and biotechnology industries through four FCPI 
venture funds, AGF Innovation 1-4. Since 1999, the Company has invested in thirty-six high-tech 
companies. (Nicolas Chaudron, VP Private Equity, www.agfprivatequity.com). 
 
About Rothschild 
The Rothschild Group has been at the center of the world's financial markets for over 200 years. Today, it 
provides corporate and resource banking, treasury, investment banking, fund management, private banking 
and trust services to governments, corporations and individuals worldwide. Through 56 offices in 37 
countries, from the Americas through Europe to Australia, clients can access Rothschild ideas and expertise.  
Through its Paris-based Private Equity office, the Rothschild Group invests in first-class projects lead by 
exceptional entrepreneurs, mainly in the Micro-technologies, Telecom and Software sectors. (Pierre RŽmy, 
VP Private Equity). 
 
About SPEF Venture : 
Active partner of companies with high growth potential, SPEF Venture invests since 1997 in the innovative 
technology businesses. Around Euros 285 million in funds are devoted to investments in Information 
Technology and Life Sciences through 7 FCPI Banque Populaire Innovation and 2 FCPR : SPEF Pre-IPO 
European Fund and SPEF e-FUND. The SPEF Venture team has a proven track record and deep base of 
knowledge in technology, entrepreneurship, operations, venture capital, and in the needs generated in a 
company's growth. We facilitate the contacts with the portofolio companies, and with the Group, consumer 
of technologies and with the adequate partners in each stage of the company's development (Christophe 
Rouinsard, ChargŽ d'affaires ; Eric Besson-Damegon, VP Private Equity). 
 
About CEA-Valorisation : 
CEA Valorisation SA. is the subsidiary of Commissariat ˆ  l'Energie Atomique (CEA) devoted to technolgy 
licencing as well as equity investment in spin-off companies originating from CEA IP and know-how. CEA 
is a multi-disciplinary scientific and technological research organisation, specialized in the fields of nuclear 
energy, new energy technologies, information and communication technologies, and biotechnologies. Its 
ability to combine fundamental research and value enhancement within an industrial framework enables it to 
play a leading role in innovation. For more information, please visit : http://www.cea-
valorisation.fr.  (Guy Labrunie, CEO). 
 
 
 
Contact : Christophe BUREAU - cb@alchimer.com  
Tel : +33-1.69.08.91.91 - Fax : +33-1.69.08.64.62 
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